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ANGLICAN PARISH OF LAMBTON 
 

St John the Baptist 

Lambton 

12th July 2020 
 

Locum:  

Reverend Paul Robertson 

Phone: 04 1596 3030 

Email:  
paulstruanrobertson@gmail.com 

 

Rector’s Warden:  Daphney Whelan 

Phone:   49 525 526 

Address:  18 Morehead Street, LAMBTON  NSW  2299 

Website:  www.lambtonanglicanparish.com.au 

Parish Email: admin@lambtonanglicanparish.com.au  

Our Parish is on Facebook 
 

BSB 705-077- Account No 40391 

   

Today’s Scripture Readings – Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Old Testament – Genesis chapter 25, verses 19-34 

Psalm – 119, verses 105-112 

New Testament – Romans chapter 8, verses 1-11 

Gospel – Matthew chapter 13, verses 1-9 and 18-23 
 

Readings for 19th July 2020 – Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Old Testament – Genesis chapter 28, verses 10-19a 

Psalm – 139, verses 1-11 and 23-24 

New Testament – Romans chapter 8, verses 12-25  

Gospel – Matthew chapter 13, verses 24-30 and 36-43 

 

  

   

http://www.lambtonanglicanparish.com.au/
mailto:admin@lambtonanglicanparish.com.au
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Welcome to Parish news! 

As restrictions ease, and we adjust to the “New Normal”, we are 

enjoying getting out and about again.  At the same time, the 

outbreak of a second wave of the coronavirus in Victoria, and the 

closure of the NSW/VIC border is a warning to us to maintain the 

regulations still in place, especially social distancing.  We don’t want 

to see all the good work undone by negligence or an oversight.  This 

applies to all churches and places where people gather for worship. 

Services at St John’s Church 

Last Sunday 37 people attended our 9am Holy Communion Service.  

Others joined us online through YouTube and Facebook, linked 

through our website. This was our highest number so far, reaching 

towards our maximum number. There are six married couples (plus 

one father and daughter), so seven households are able to sit 

together in pairs. This means our threshold is higher as chairs are 

moved closer together in pairs. 

Reminders 

Parishioners and visitors will need to register their intention to 

attend a Sunday Service by phoning the Parish telephone number, 

giving their name and phone number. The number is 49571073        

 

From Rev Paul Robertson 

This Photo by Unknown 

http://rosarubicondior.blogspot.com/2012/07/no-faith-in-bible.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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If, at the last moment, you are unable to attend, please contact the 

same number, so your seat can be given to another. If the maximum 

number is reached, your name will be placed at the top of the list for 

the following Sunday. 

Rules Are Still in Place – including the 1.5 metre social distancing. 

Chairs are set out in the church for this purpose. 

Attendees on entering the church, will have their names marked off 

from the list by the side’s person on duty. 

Please us the hand sanitiser as you enter the church. 

An offertory plate is provided at the entrance to the church. No 

collection will be taken during the Service. (The collection is brought 

forward during the offertory hymn).  Responses are to be softly 

spoken.  Hymns are for humming, with one soloist only, singing. 

(Difficult as we all want to sing). The Peace is a “holy wave”. No 

handshake or touching. Communion will continue to be in one kind 

(bread). After the Service, the 1.5 metre rule still applies as we greet 

one another and chat.  The precinct needs to be cleared 15 minutes 

after the Service concludes. 

Worshipping Together 

 The Psalm set for Holy Communion now appears on the 

screen and is in verse and response form.  The reader leads 

with the first half of each verse, reading to the colon: the 

congregation responds with the second half of the verses. 

 Readers now approach the lectern when rostered to read, 

from the centre aisle, and return to their seat via the centre 

aisle. 

 Communicants when receiving communion, approach via 

the centre aisle observing the 1.5 metre distance, returning 

to their seat via the centre aisle. 
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Keeping in Contact 

The Sunday morning Service continues to be recorded and goes out 

online shortly after 10am. Letter box delivery continues, but there is 

a 24 hour delay receiving the CD of the Service. Again we thank Rob 

and Beau for the recording and transmission of the Service. It’s a 

vital contact for those present in spirit, but unable to be physically 

present. 

The Executive continues to meet every Thursday at 10am, beginning 

with a short Service including a psalm, New Testament reading and 

the Collect. 

Points from the Minutes. 

A Hub 

Discussion has taken place on the Bishop’s request for a meeting 

with him on Zoom, to consider a hub, cooperating across the 

Parishes of Lambton, New Lambton, and Kotara South. Invitations 

were sent to a cross section of parishioners, and the meeting took 

place last Wednesday.  These conversations are in the early stages of 

exploring how the three parishes might draw closer together in the 

common cause of outreach and witness in the community. 

Change 

Lambton has shown in recent times how it can adapt as 

circumstances change.  At the same time, it is recognised there are 

those who are anxious about change, especially when it comes to 

their church.   What is certain is the need for St John’s Church to 

reach out to younger families. A second contemporary Service to 

complement the traditional 9am Holy Communion may be a step 

forward. At present Lambton does not have the resources to begin 

such a Service. Creative ways will need to be implemented to make 

new contacts in the community, in the hope of reaching others for 
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Christ, and welcoming a younger generation into the fellowship of 

the Church. A “Mainly Music” outreach programme to young 

mothers with infants could be one means. Establishing bible study 

groups is another. 

Maintenance: Warden’s Running Report 

 Work is due to commence on renovation to the upstairs 

bathroom at the Rectory. 

 A new dishwasher is being purchased for the Rectory. Funds 

approved.  

 Work is yet to commence on repairs to the church roof. 

Funds approved. 

 Executive resolved to request the Diocese to release 

$13,000.00 from the St Margaret’s Trust Account for Coles 

Refrigeration to commence work on the installation of air 

conditioning for the Church. This will require a new 

switchboard. 

Hall Hire 

Warden Daphney Whelan has contacted all those organisations 

renting the hall before it was closed due to the lockdown. New 

regulations will need to be observed, especially in relation to 

cleaning. Unfortunately, the strict ruling of 1 and 1.5 hours 

between each use, has meant several groups are unable to 

continue. In time, we hope these restrictions will be relaxed to 

allow these hirers to return, as our hall income will be reduced. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Treasurer Jim Parslow presented a half yearly financial Report 

for 30th June 2020. 
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General Running 

Income  $35,775.09 

Expenditure $35,314.29 

Balance  $14,025.09 

Offerings on the plate at $27,573.40 is almost level with last 

year’s figure. Income from hall hire stopped during the lockdown 

and there has been no opportunity to hold fund raising events. 

On a positive note, the Parish has had the benefit of a 

reimbursement from the Diocese for an overpayment of 

insurance on the Jesmond property. The welcome provision of 

the Job Keeper allowance has covered the Locum’s Stipend. 

Overview of Funding a Full Time Priest 

The challenge before the Parish is to provide a stipend package 

for a Rector of $82,564.33 per annum. 

Looking at the projected income for 2020, there is a presently a 

shortfall in meeting the required amount for a full time priest. 

Our financial position will improve with the return of income 

from hall hire, and fund raising. The current account balance will 

also continue to grow during the interregnum as Locums service 

the Parish. By the end of the year the Parish should be in a 

stronger financial position. Nevertheless, there are challenges 

ahead and the Executive would be remiss in not alerting 

parishioners to them. 

Cleaning 

Executive resolved to vary the contract with the cleaning 

company from weekly to fortnightly. Two groups are needed, of 

two people, to clean the church on the alternate weeks when 
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the church is not cleaned by contract cleaners. Please contact 

Warden Gina Parslow if you think you can volunteer for this 

work. It is one way to improve our financial position by keeping 

costs down. 

Remembering Pat Scully 

Pat died peacefully at home on Saturday evening, 4th July 2020. 

We extend to Pat’s daughters, Rachel and Sherah and family, the 

sincere sympathy of the Parish. Pat and her late husband Bruce 

were active members of St John’s Church over many years. Her 

funeral will take place in St John’s Church at 12 noon on Tuesday 

14th July. The Archdeacon of Newcastle and Rector of New 

Lambton, The Venerable Arthur Copeman, will conduct the 

Service. 

Restrictions regarding funerals remain in place. Seating in the 

church for relatives and friends is limited to 38 persons. It is 

hoped that the Service will be transmitted to the Hall, where an 

addition 50 people can be accommodated, observing the 1.5 

metre distance rule. There is no limit to those gathering outside 

the church, again observing the social distancing. Names and 

phone numbers of attendees will be recorded in case a follow-up 

is necessary. 

Update on Paul Armstrong 

Paul, son of Terry and Maree, is out of hospital and recovering 

well. The family express their thanks for the prayers of the Parish 

for Paul’s recovery. Maree is gradually recovering from knee 

surgery, and again, expresses her thanks for the prayers of the 

Parish. 

Birthdays 

Chris Walker is celebrating her birthday on 14th July. 
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Mission for July is the Mission to Seafarers 

The Mission for Seafarers is well known to our Parish and we 

have supported it with prayers and donations for many years 

and we will continue to do so. Naturally, their work has been 

difficult during the Covid19 crisis. Below is a section of a letter 

received from the Reverend Garry Dodd, Senior Chaplain, 

Mission to Seafarers. 

“Isolation, lack of communication, restricted movement, lack of 

food and basic supplies, uncertainty, anxiety and mental health 

are all daily features for Seafarers. They do not, however, have 

WiFi to ease their loneliness and because of COVID they have 

been unable to come ashore, medical care has been limited and 

over 200,000 have worked four months past their contracts and 

still do not know when they will be home. The last four months 

have been particularly hard for Seafarers and for the Mission. 

Please continue to pray for Seafarers and the Mission so that we 

can continue to share God’s Word with Seafarers entering our 

port. Jesus reassures us that the harvest is plentiful, but only if 

we have the perseverance to sow into their lives. Thank you for 

enabling us to spread the Gospel to this desperate group. 

Many blessings, Garry” 


